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� Funded by DG Research’s 7th Research Framework 
Programme "European Knowledge Based Bio-
Economy”

� Grant agreement no. 213034

The RuDI project “hard” facts

� Grant agreement no. 213034
� Total budget: € 3.3 Mill
� Duration: 33 months; from February 2008 to October 

2010
� Coordinated by the Institute for Rural Development 

Research at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University 
Frankfurt – IfLS



The RuDI consortium

Germany IfLS

United Kingdom CCRI

Italy INEA

Around 30 researchers from 
10 partner institutions 

Sweden NORDREGIO

The Netherlands WU

Greece AUTH

Slovenia UL

Austria BABF

Estonia CEET

Czech Republic UZEI



Setting the Scene
� Understanding RD impacts is important  in the light 

of significant EU-level expenditure
� The CMEF indicator-based approach reflects a 

concept of linear, measure-based intervention logic 
and a hierarchy of objectivesand a hierarchy of objectives

� It does not fully encompass the true nature of Rural 
Development Programmes’ operation

� Policy process phases – design, delivery, and 
evaluation – have a critical influence on programme 
impacts but may not be captured in CMEF 
evaluation

� Need to understand impacts to facilitate institutional 
learning to improve RD policy performance



Major objectives

� To understand the process and structures 
underlying the formulation, implementation and 
evaluation of EU RD policies

� To identify the range of emerging and potential � To identify the range of emerging and potential 
effects of rural development policy beyond the 
CMEF

� To provide frameworks and recommendations for 
policy making, better targeting, and better 
evaluation of programmes in the future



Policy Process
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The “forgotten middle” –
policy processes

Policy Process
EU - RD

Programmes
Objectives
Measures
Funding

ImpactDesign Delivery Evaluation
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Policy Process
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RuDI project structure

WP 1, 4 & 5: Context of RDPolicy Process
EU - RD

Programmes
Objectives
Measures
Funding

ImpactDesign Delivery Evaluation
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WP 1, 4 & 5: Context of RD
� WP 1 Priorities in RD policies 

(NORDREGIO)
� WP 4 RD expenditure data analysis & 

WP 5 Contrasting priorities and expenditure 
(NORDREGIO)



Policy Process
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RuDI project structure

Policy Process
EU - RD

Programmes
Objectives
Measures
Funding

ImpactDesign Delivery Evaluation
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Policy Cycle analysis
� WP 2 RD Policy design (CCRI)
� WP 3 RD Policy delivery and governance (INEA)
� WP 6 Reviewing CMEF evaluation (IfLS)



Policy Process
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RuDI project structure

WP 8

"#
+

Policy Process
EU - RD

Programmes
Objectives
Measures
Funding

ImpactDesign Delivery Evaluation
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Testing it with Case Studies
� WP 7 Refining CS assessment methods (CCRI)
� WP 8 In-depth case studies (WU)



Research methodology

� Scientific literature review
� Policy document analysis
� Primary and secondary data analysis
� Innovative methods of process analysis� Innovative methods of process analysis
� Guided interviews with key experts, 

stakeholder groups
� iterative investigation
� Triangulation of qualitative with 

quantitative methods where applicable



The RuDI outputs of WP 1-8

� Country reports on 
� RD priorities
� Policy design

� Comparative summary reports on � Comparative summary reports on 
� RD priorities
� Review of Planned RD Expenditure
� Policy design
� Policy delivery and governance
� Review of CMEF approach

� Case study reports



Widening the expertise, 
interacting with policy makers 
Expertise and policy interactions 
� 8 International Expert Group joint project meetings to provide 

feedback and guidance
� Policy workshop on RD planning in Stockholm with 

practitioners and experts
National workshops planned or conducted to present RuDI� National workshops planned or conducted to present RuDI
findings

� Conferences & seminars, EU level and national level working 
groups

� Science-to-policy meeting with EU stakeholders
Dissemination of results and recommendations through:
� Policy Brief in languages of all partners, 
� The edited book,
� Scientific articles in journals,
� Website 



Thank you for your attention!
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